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POTERTIAL CHOKEPOINT I MU GIA PASS AREA, NURTH VINTHAM

Fowte 15/12, the main Commnist logistical route into the Lactian
parhendle arek, extends from Horth Vietnam through the Ma Gim Pass into
lacs. Amalysis bas been undertaken to locate & chokepoint site 1n the
Pass area that would both imterdict Route 15/12 and! raguire mesclmus
enexy affort to bypess.

It is spparest from a gtudy of Figwre 2 that the Mu Gie Paess aren
in laos tends Lo be & fulrly open corridor. This fect L9 evidenced by
the wldely gpaced contowr lines on the map and 4s confirmed by the ground
photos, FPlgures 10 and 11, The existence of © completed bypasses and
one uwnder construction sround the present chokepolnt in Laoc (see Figures
2 end 3) indicates that the construction of hypaeses in this ares 1s
feasibls., TIi is not comaldered practical, therefore; to esteblish anothe:
chokepolat on the Ieotian side of the Mu Ois Pusse.

In conirest, in North Vietnmem, the Hu Gla PFage area for & distance
of about 9 miles north of the intermatiopsl border is a steep-asided,
hesvily forestod, mmrrow valley® (see Flgures * and :), Route 15 is
aligned along the lover slopes, just ebove the river, Space for cone
struction of bypssses in the valley bottom is extremely limited, With
mximam offort a bypass might be bullt higher up on the valley wmll
alonz the copbour of the lamnd, IHowever, in view of the steep siopes
{in the ares of Prafile C on Pigures * and 6 the slope eastwvard and
adove the road 1s 420 or 90 percent) construction of a bypess, which
would reguire some removal of the heavy forest, conlé result in lande
slides., PRalnfell in this area is heavy -« from 120 to 140 inchen
anmally,

¥ The Mo Gle Pess Barracks and Sugport Buildings (see Figure S5), 1s
the only listed target inm this inmediate mrea. Washington hes juerled
the field as to whether there has been any "bomd dumping” in the Mu Gla
Paes Darther wooihwerd.
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Farther north, in the aress of Profiles B and A (see Figures 3, T,
B, and 9), the slopes are less steep ond, consequently, bypass con-
struction would be easfer. ‘These sreas sre, therofore, eliminated
from congideration ns potential chokepolnt sites.

It is conclufed that the avea of Profile C, in counslderation of the
characterigtics of the natural envircmment -~ chisfly the atesp slopes
and copstricted velley bottom «- is the best aite for e chokepolnt in
the Mu Gia nres end 1s well sulted for mumposes of interdictlon.®

¥ The elfect of interdicting this arem will be somewhat minimized when
the new rvad (sen Flgure 2) currently being bullt northemstward from
Lactian Route Bo. 911 1s Joined with the Horth Vietnamese road extenc.
ing soutlwestward from North Vietnamege Route 101, This new road will
offer an slteramte route into southern Laos.
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“race of Route 12 i g 1 1 cf FMu Gia Pass 1s
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